Fall 2018

“Be still and know I am with you.” Psalm 46:10
Thank you to our Member Churches
American Lutheran Church, Kellogg
American Lutheran Church, Newport
Calvary Lutheran Church
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Community United Methodist Church
First Lutheran Church, Sandpoint
First Lutheran Church, Spirit Lake
First Presbyterian Church
Lake City Community Church
Lutheran Church of the Master
New Life Church
Peace Lutheran Church
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Pinehurst
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
St. George’s Catholic Church
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
St. Pius X Catholic Church
St. Thomas Catholic Church
Trinity Lutheran Church, Coeur d’Alene
Trinity Lutheran Church, Bonners Ferry

Memorial Gifts

Since 1921 Orchard Ridge has
operated with the support of generous
donors like you. Our legacy of
charitable care is truly a reflection of
the kindness and compassion you, our
donors, show us with your support.
With your partnership we are able to
provide a faith-based, loving home that
for older adults. Memorial/ Tribute gifts
are a beautiful way to honor your loved
one you cherish so much.
A special thank you to those donors
who designated their gifts in the
memory or tribute of a loved one this
past year.
Memorial Gifts Continued pg. 2

Butterfly Moments

Watching Laura Coffman walk down the hallway you will notice
one constant with her wardrobe; Butterflies. Butterflies may
be on her shirt, she might be wearing a butterfly pin or even
butterfly clips in her hair. She EVEN wrote and published
a book titled “Butterfly Moments.” Laura defines a butterfly
moment as a “moment of unexpected joy,” explains Laura,
“It is a joy that is especially sweet because it is unplanned
and unearned. It is a moment when I’m suddenly aware of
something special in my world. It is a moment I must stop to
say, Thank You, God.” Laura has always had a fondness for
words and with three published books under her belt, you can
see why.
Laurie (as family called her when she was young) was born
on March 4, 1924 in Manhatten, Montana. She was raised in Bozeman, Montana,
with her 3 brothers and 4 sisters. Her father was a hard-working farmer until the
depression hit in 1929. After that, he did many different types of jobs to provide for the
family. Her mother was a housewife and worked hard to keep the family together.
During Laura’s 8th grade year she went to live with her sister Doris in Helena, MT.
“Living with Doris was fun”, Laura stated, “She taught me how to play cards and
Pinochle. We would get to go to the movies as well as to church.” That is the year
she discovered her love for music. Laura was given a solo in the school’s play but
the night of the play, her sister went into labor! Although no family could attend, Laura
went on with the show and performed that night. Soon after, Laura began voice
lessons and so began her life long love of music.
After high school, Laura enrolled in Montana State College. According to Laura, all
7 of her siblings attended college. Someone once
asked her father, “How did you get all your children
to go to college?” Her father replied, “I don’t know, I
just told them to go!” Laura took a hiatus from college
and worked as an engineering draftsman for the
Navy in Davenport, Iowa. That is where she met her
husband, Wayne Coffman. Wayne and Laura married
on March 25, 1945.
They have three children, Karen, Carl and Gary.
Wayne worked as a meteorologist and Laura began
teaching French when her youngest was in junior
high. They both loved to travel. Their travels took
them around the United States, including Alaska and
Hawaii, New Zealand, as well as two European tours.
After retiring Wayne and Laura moved down to
Arizona where they lived for 17 years. During that
time, they belonged to a Presbyterian church where
Laura volunteered on a Pastoral Care Committee.
This committee assisted members of the church with
home care and setting up doctors’ visits for those members released from the hospital.
continued on pg. 2

2018
Memorial / Tribute
Gifts
Darrell Belstad
Shirley Belstad
Lillian Boughton
Dale Dennis
Marilyn Buckham
Rob Buckham
David Carpenter
Janet Carpenter
Cole Family
Christopher F. Jessen
Robert Eachon
Vic Eachon
Betty Esterl
Suzanne Schmidt

Pearl Heineman
Don Schierman
Evelyn Holliday
Mike Livesey
Carol Horner
Earl D. Anderson
Elizabeth Jacquot
Marlene Jacquot
Harry Johnson
Lois N. Johnson
Howard Johnson
Marlan & Ann Johnson
Jessie Jordahl
Gwen Letson
Christopher Jessen
William Skelton Jr.
Laura Jorgenson
Al & Sue Clow
Ralph & Lois Kinney
Debbie Ash
Verna Meredith
Steve Meredith
Rose Micai
Lee Macai
Chris & Mary Stewart
Harriet Mortenson
Earl D. Anderson
Sylvia Mowery
Peter Mowery
Jean Reed
Marlene Jacquot
Suzanne Rickel
Robert Rickel
Lila Schroeder
Earl D. Anderson
Eva Una
Mike Carlson
Sandy Ward
Ralph Nelson Jr.
Chuck Zosel
Evonne Zosel

Butterfly Moments Cont...

Laura said it was very hard and sometime sad
work, so she began to write uplifting stories to
the pastor and called them Butterfly Moments.
Word grew around her church of these stories
and Laura was encouraged to publish them,
and so she did! After Butterfly Moments was
published she wrote two more books titled,
“Special Moments” and “Mary the Storyteller”.
Laura has lived at Orchard Ridge for almost a
year and half. Her room is filled with beautiful
cross stitch pieces she has made over the
years, pictures of her kids, 5 grandchildren
and 2 great-grandchildren, and you guessed
it, butterflies! I asked her what she liked best
about living at Orchard Ridge, she replied,
“When you need a home, it’s a very good
home to have.” Thank Laura for bringing many
butterfly moments to Orchard Ridge.

		

Launching into the Season

By Ann Johnson

I’m not one to maintain or keep everything the same. This month, if there was a
single word that describes me, it would be the word “launch”.
A few weeks ago, you may have seen the media coverage documenting the
launch of our 115-year-old “White House” into Lake Coeur d’Alene. Or perhaps
you heard that we have launched several workshops in our community at member
churches called “Professionals Easing Aging Concerns through Education”
(PEACE).
As fall has arrived, we will soon be launched into a time where we share with
family and friends how thankful we are for all of God’s blessings. But what if you
don’t have an awareness of time or place or season? At Orchard Ridge, this is
when we embrace our mission to those suffering from Dementia and give purpose
and meaning. Join me with a grateful heart as we give thanks for 98 years of care
to those who need it most and who deserve the best home possible.

We get volunteers from all over the world!
This past summer Orchard Ridge had a cute little visitor from
Cape Town South Africa volunteer by the name of Nicole
Roberts. Back in South Africa she works for DementiaSA a
nonprofit organization who works to create awareness about
dementia in South Africa. Nicole brought us an educational
book that they use to help educate the people living in the
villages of Africa who are unable to read and write. It has been
said that people in these areas believe when a family member
has dementia that they been cursed. If the male has dementia
they believe the women cursed them and they kill the women
or banish them.
Nicole spent a lot of time with our residents, painting their
nails, playing memory games, keeping them company and
assisting in the marketing department. She was blown away
by the standard we have set at Orchard Ridge! She has
volunteered at many homes in Cape Town and none of them have even come close
to our high standards. She complimented our nursing staff, saying how amazing
they are and how happy they are. She loved that from the time she walked through
the doors until she left, everyone was helpful and happy. She was even shocked we
had a constant supply of juice and ice cream for family members visiting to enjoy!

Planned Giving and Legacy Gifts

By Amy Boni, Development Director

Yesterday was just like any other day in the development office. I was preparing for this newsletter and knew I
wanted to write an article on Planned Giving. I had done my research, spoken to an elder care attorney, Jason
Grey from Kootenai Law and did some online research on Legacy programs. As I began writing, Susan, our
receptionist, called me and said there was someone up front with a donation. I walked up and introduced myself
and she introduced herself as “Cindy.” We sat down in my office and she began to tell me about her Aunt and
Uncle had left some money to Coeur d’Alene Homes in their Will. She went on to say her uncle had passed 5 years earlier and
her aunt had just passed. Her aunt’s father had lived at CDA Homes for many years in the 1970’s. Cindy was a little confused on
why they had left money to CDA Homes but she assumed it was because of her Aunt’s connection with her father. After signing
the check, Cindy handed it to me with a smile...to my shock it was for $30,000! I didn’t know what to say! I was so honored and
humbled by this gift. All I could do was to thank her...ALOT! As we were walking out, Cindy said to me, “This place really must
have meant alot to my aunt and uncle. I’m glad they left some funds to such a great organization.” For myself, being the Director
of Development, I don’t think I had a better work day in my entire career!
Leaving a gift of this significance is a lovely way to ensure your values and beliefs will live on in the memories of those you
support. Whether you leave a specific dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, or even a piece of property, a legacy gift
ensures the future sustainability of your charity/non-profit you loved so much. In 2013, US charitable giving to non-profits and
charities via bequest totaled $27.7 billion.
If you would like more information on how you can leave a legacy gift/bequest to Orchard Ridge, please contact myself, Amy
Boni at 208-664-8119 or by email at aboni@theorchardcda.org.

The White House Floats to its new Residence
If you were in town the day of September 20th
you would have seen our beloved white house
floating on a barge on Lake CDA. Built in 1903,
the “White House” was the home to the President
of CDA College, which the locals referred to as
the Swedish College. After the college was shut
down in 1917, a group of Lutherans bought the
land for $40,000 to start a home for older adults
and orphans. They named it Coeur d’Alene
Homes and it opened in 1921. The college dorms
housed the residents while the White House
housed the Superintendent of the facility up
until the 1960’s. In the last 10 years the home
accommodated various administrative offices for
Orchard Ridge.
“We are thrilled to have collaborated with the
Museum of North Idaho and John Swallow to
give this home a well-deserved new location
and family”, explained Ann Johnson, Executive
Director at Orchard Ridge. “I am extremely
happy that the White House can be preserved
and restored by a family who is passionate about
preserving history.”
Swallow now has the home resting on its new
foundation in Casco Bay. John’s intention is to
have the home look like the original homestead,
which includes a beautiful windmill specifically
designed for the property. Thank you to John and
his family for loving this home as much as we do!

Thank you to the
Orchard Ridge Volunteers
The Orchard Ridge Volunteers kicked
into high gear this year with 4 large
estate sales. Through these sales they
raised over $5,000 for Orchard Ridge
this summer.
If you’re wondering who these volunteers
are? For over 40 years this group has
been organizing and running estate
sales and donating their sales to Orchard
Ridge. They are complete professionals
and excellent at what they do! It is with
their generous work we were able to
help our employees with education
scholarships, additionally activities was
able to use the funds to help support the
chaplain and spiritual services provided
by Mike Grabenstein.

Thank you to our Board of Directors for their hard work and support

Shelly Romine - President, Linda Scharnhorst-Vice President, Keith Taylor - Treasurer, Rochelle Wineinger - Secretary, Mary
Morrow, Luke Russell, Tony Berns, Doug Elliott, Dr. David Wold, Kathy Helbling, Warren Bakes, Mark Fisher, Ben Widmyer
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Thank you to our 2018 Leader, Partner, Affiliate, Associate and Friend Business Sponsors
for our most successful Butterfly & Memories Fundraiser to date!

Widmyer Corporation, Tapley
Cabinet Works, Kootenai Law
Group, Hospice of North Idaho,
Heritage Health, Idaho Central
Credit Union, Family Home Care
& Heartland Pharmacy

