For 97 years our mission has remained constant:
To provide a faith based, loving home that
honors older adults.

The Messenger
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. ~ Philippians 4:13
Thank you to our Member Churches
American Lutheran Church, Kellogg
American Lutheran Church, Newport
Calvary Lutheran Church
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Community United Methodist Church
First Lutheran Church, Sandpoint
First Lutheran Church, Spirit Lake
First Presbyterian Church
Lake City Community Church
Lutheran Church of the Master
New Life Church
Peace Lutheran Church
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Pinehurst
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
St. George’s Catholic Church
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
St. Pius X Catholic Church
St. Thomas Catholic Church
Trinity Lutheran Church, Coeur d’Alene
Trinity Lutheran Church, Bonners Ferry

Save The Dates
July 13

Family Picnic & Butterfly Release
4:00pm
Serenity Garden

July 19

Butterflies & Memories Fundraiser
5:30pm-7:00pm
Campus/Serenity Garden

Spring/Summer 2018

Opposites Do Attract

By Amy Boni, Director of Development
The first thing you will probably notice
about Janis Minford is her multi-color,
sometimes mismatched socks. Today
was no exception; she was wearing
bright blue socks with Hot Air Balloons
all over them. I finally got a chance to
ask her, what is up with the socks? She
answered, “It’s my fashion statement!”
Don, Janis’s
husband, leaned
over and said, “She’s
always been a little
eccentric.” I joked
with him and said,
“Well isn’t that why
you love her so
much?” He smiled.
Janis quickly replied,
“You see I married a
nerd!” Nerd or Eccentric these opposites
attract and have stayed that way for over
50 years.

attendant’s hip!” They named her Tara.
Don worked as an electrical engineer and
Janis as an elementary school teacher.
They moved out west when Don was
offered a position with a local power
company in Ritzville. Don retired in 1999.
Although both retired from their careers,
Janis remained working until she was 80 at
the Camera Corral in Coeur d’Alene.
Don and Janis have been blessed with 7
grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.
Their eldest son Bill lives in St. Louis with
his family, their daughter Alison resides in
Boise with her family and their youngest
Tara lives in Seattle. In their spare time,
Janis loves photography and Don enjoys
curling up with a good book.
They have lived at Orchard Ridge for
almost 2 years now. They love the caring
staff, fun activities, good food and the
small community feeling when you enter
the building. They also like knowing that
they live in a home that takes care of
those residents who could not afford to
live anywhere else. As Janis states it so
eloquently, “We live in a place that has a
heart.”

Don and Janis met at a singles group at
their local church in St. Louis, Missouri.
Janis was living on her own with her
10-year-old son, Bill from a previous
marriage when Don mustered up the
courage to ask her out. Their first date
was to a St. Louis Cardinals baseball
game. They had a lovely time and
began dating. They soon married on
Thank you, Don and Janis, for making life
August 14, 1964.
at the Garden a little bit more fun for both
One year later, their
residents and staff!
daughter Alison was
born, and soon after
Don adopted Bill and
legally changed his
last name to Minford.
In 1969, Janis and
Don adopted a
15-month-old little girl
from South Korea. As
Janis states it, “My
daughter came into my life on a flight

Butterfly Moments
A friend of mine, and current resident at Orchard
Ridge, wrote a book called “Butterfly Moments”.
The book’s title is defined as a moment of
unexpected joy. I have had many moments
like this in the past few weeks ranging from
miraculous surgery results to unexpected joy
Ann Johnson while holding a residents hand and listening to
Exec. Dir.
her stories.

It was my honor and privilege to become
Board Chair for the Village at Orchard Ridge
last month. This is my fourth year on the
board, serving previously as Secretary and
Vice President. The “all volunteer” board is
made of community leaders with a majority
Shelly Romine of the board being active members in our
President
Member Churches.

The best butterfly moment came when a family shared how
grateful they were for their mother’s care. After handing over
a donation in memory of their loved one, they expressed the
family’s appreciation of our staff and the wonderful care they
give. “We are not a religious family,” they explained, “but it
meant so much to us that Orchard Ridge is faith-based and
sponsored by churches.”

The Board provides support and guidance to Ann Johnson,
the Executive Director, to ensure the values and mission
of the organization are the focus of every decision that is
made. This Board is truly invested in making sure The
Village at Orchard Ridge continues the legacy of providing
excellent care for seniors regardless of their financial
situation.

To receive affirmation of our mission like this brings great joy
and to share it with you makes it even better. I challenge you
to take a moment to reflect on your butterfly moments.

I have the utmost respect and admiration for the staff
and management here at Orchard Ridge. They are the
ones who put in the hard work with residents and the
families in good times and in bad. My being on the board,
participating in fundraising and other programs, brings me
a lot of joy by allowing me in a small way to be part of an
organization that can improve someone’s journey in the
later phase of their life.
			

Speaking of butterflies, you can share in the unexpected joy
butterflies bring at our annual Butterflies and Memories donor
event scheduled for July 19. I can guarantee the unexpected
will happen, bringing you great joy!
							

Thank you to all the ladies
and gentlemen who attended
our first Garden Tea
Fundraiser on March 24th.
As a result of the generous
donations and silent auction
we raised $4,445! Thank
you for helping us sustain
our compassionate Christian
care.
Look for this event to happen
every year in the early spring.

The Annual Ladies Tea for our Residents was
held on Monday, May 7th. Every year a group of
volunteers who call themselves the “Tea Ladies”
put on an afternoon tea for our residents. Hats,
china, and yummy treats make this event one not
to miss!

Put your best Hat On, Drink your Tea
Sweet, and Keep your Faith Strong
Thank you to our Board of Directors for their hard work and support
Shelly Romine - Board President, Keith Taylor - Treasurer, Brad Blodnick, Mary Morrow, Rochelle Wineinger, Luke
Russell, Tony Berns, Doug Elliott, Dr. David Wold, Kathy Helbling, Linda Scharnhorst, Warren Bakes, Mark Fisher, Ben
Widmyer

Welcome New Life Church

By Holly Johnson, Community Relations Director

We are so pleased to announce our newest member church,
New Life Church in Rathdrum! We have had staff from New
Life volunteering here at the Garden since 2011. They visited
with residents, interviewing them and gathering information so
we could print up their histories. They also organized special
music, played games, offered slideshow presentations of
their mission trips, shared a Seder dinner with us, and did a
program about the real St. Patrick, complete with costuming!
On Valentine’s Day this year, their head pastor Geoffrey
Winkler, came in with a rose for each female resident that he
handed out personally. It was
a big hit among the ladies! We
appreciate their involvement with
our residents and are looking
forward to working with their
church!

Mark Your Calendars
July 13

Resident Family Picnic & Butterfly Release
4:00pm / Serenity Garden

We were honored to help Jessie Jordahl celebrate her
100th birthday! We hosted a Legacy ceremony for her,
complete with pictures throughout her life, a reading of her
history, sharing from family and friends, and refreshments.
It was a wonderful time for her family, friends, and staff at
Orchard Ridge to gather and share in this special time in
Jessie’s life!
Our volunteers make such
a difference in the lives of
our residents.
Thank you for
giving your time,
your heart and
your love.

July 19

Butterflies & Memories Fundraising Event
A benefit to help sustain our compassionate Christian Care
for Medicaid Assisted Living & Memory Care
5:30pm-7:00pm / Orchard Ridge Campus

What Your Donations Provide for our Residents
•
•
•
•
•
•

Legacy Ceremonies - You give us an opportunity to honor residents by having Legacy Ceremonies. Friends, family
and staff gather to hear a resident’s life story.
Entertainment - In addition to numerous activities scheduled daily, your donations provide puzzles, art supplies,
brain fitness, scenic drives, and reading materials for our residents.
Flowers - Thanks to your generous gifts, flowers can be enjoyed in our gardens throughout spring and summer.
Personal Items - Your giving provides haircuts, personal items and toiletries for residents who may not have access
to daily items.
Clothing - Personal garments, socks and shoes are provided for residents in need.
Enrichment Events - Specialized enrichment events such as Wii bowling
tournaments, Paradise Cafe, bible studies, fireside chats, and concerts would not be
possible without your support.

Please consider a memorial gift, either in memory or in honor of someone you love. Your gift will make a significant
impact on the quality of life for our current and future residents. As the aging population escalates and demand for
specialized elder care continues to grow, the services provided by Orchard Ridge will become even more essential.
We are truly grateful for your continued support.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Thank you to our 2018 Leader, Partner,
and Affiliate Business Sponsors.

A service provided by
The Orchard Ridge Volunteers
In an effort to raise funds for charitable care at The Village at Orchard
Ridge, the Volunteers provide the service of organizing and
managing your estate sale for the cost of a suggested donation.

Services include:
Inventory
Pricing
Sorting
Advertising & Signage
Conducting Sales
Removal of unsold items

You will enjoy the peace of mind we
offer plus share in the
revenue we generate, with the
added blessing of knowing you are
supporting a good cause at

For more information or to set up an
appointment please contact:

Shirley (208) 661-1930
Marge (208) 660-0406
Viviane (208) 691-9262

